Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
wificer Involved Shootirg 


Report Date: u/Station/F: 
өропбав JULY 15,2005 J CENTURY Admin. Invest? 


incident Information 


Rte 005-12156-2174-055 рее JULY 15, 2005 e: 2045 HRS 
|City or Station: Nature of Incident: Dep's followed susp. into backyard regarding a possible weapons 
LOS ANGELES violation investigation. When Dep Smelser looked in the backyard he saw the susp. 
Location: ШИ АМЕ. standing on a porch. The susp. pointed a handgun at Dep. Smelser at which time 
Dep. Smeiser fired one round at the susp. The susp was npot hit and surrendered. 
Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or more): ited T (cele ‘only on 
тез! Warran 
Daylight Call 
Other 
Business Street Lights Foot Pursuit ‘One Person Unit 
<r Sin Tao Arar RN" 
Park Weather (circle only one): pec оне Two Person Unit 
Parking Lot leap Жаа 
Residence: out) Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one): 
Rural og Traffic St Detective. 
Rain гас Stop. 
Saini Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
brad Unintentional Other 
xd Distance: Vehicle Pursuit 
30 feet Warrant Service. 
[Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
Other; Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 
1 0 


Employee Witnesses 


Last Name First Name M.  [ShiftTime (circi опу one): | ShifiType (circle only one): 
LOPEZ CARLOS Overtime. Off Duty 

Tast Name First Name Mi [ShitTime (сисе only one): Туре (circie only one) 
PONSFORD JAMES EM (PN) Day Overtime Off Duty 

Таз Name First Name Mi.  [ShitTime (circle only one}: — |ShifiType (circle only one) 


EM РМ Рау Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Non-Employee Witnesses 


Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address city Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
Street Address Ciy Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name. Mi. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Supervisors 


(circle one or more): 


Employee # Last Name First Name Witness to shooting 
SILL DEREK Present during shooting Involved in shooting 
E # Last № First Мате MI | (circle one or more): 
ко de i On Duty Witness to shooting 


Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 
Employee # 


Watch Commander 


First Name [m 


SH# SH 2150783 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Reverse 


Officer Involved Shooting — URN: 005-121562174055 — 


Page of 
Rollout Informati 
Date of Recommendat 
7" 2240 HRS 
SENO Ram ВЕММЕТТ м! 
Nam RICHARD м 
namJOHN 


Type of Injury Body Part Injured 


(AB) Abrasion (AD) ^ Abdomen 
(BR) Bruise (AK) ^ Ankle 
(BU) Вот (AR) Ат 
Complaint of Pain (BK) Вак 
Carotid Restraint Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
Choke Hold. Personal Weapon (Push) Death — (CH) Chest 
Control Holds:(Control Techniques) Personal Weapon (Other) (0) Dislocation (EL) Elbow 
Control Holds:(Team Takedown) Resistance (08) Dog Bite (FA) Face 
Control Holds:(Takedown) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
Chemical Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (FI) Fingers 
Chemical Agents (OC Spray) Restraint Device: Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) ^ Lacerations (GR) Groin 
Explosives Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Меме Damage (HD) Напа 
Firearm (Handgun) (OD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (PA) Paralysis (HI) нр 
Ea Fros, oan (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) Internal 
jreerm (Other) (50) Sof Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
n Flashbang (ST) Sprain/Twists (LE) Leg 
очаг ИЙ (UN) Unconscious (NK) — Neck 


Refused Med Treatment 


(BN)  Beneli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi 

(BR) Beretta (LO) Lorcin (SW) Smith & Wesson 

(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 

(CH) Charter Ams (MA) Marlin sp Stering 

(CO) Cot (MO) Mossberg 'aurus я 

(DA) Davis Industries. (NC) NCI ака SKS (WE) Weatherby w 20 2 oaar “i ‘sone 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester Td (25) ie -— ped ови 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (МО) Norinco (US) US Government 12906 Go SE Pd = 

(HI) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) prd E] са! — En] p 
m нек Д won t=] Homimade (Nominee) 22 caliber (38) 38 caliber (WW) Other caliber 


«223 caliber (40) .40 caliber 


Authorized 
Used By | Used Against | Method Type of Injury | Body Part 
(E# or S#) ^l МЫ (Code) К 


sa | em | m [sw| o | ù — | m | 
EA Er] к= у te te — 
I: 4] 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Front Side 


Officer Involved Shooting 


хм Involved Employee Information __ 
URN: __005-12156-2174-055 


Page _3 of 4. 


involved Employee 


Employee Last Name First Name м1. 
E ү | SMELSER CHRISTOPHER. K. 
Sex : Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, e 
WHT |: DEPUTY SHERIFF HOMICIDE COUNTY MURDER TASK FORCE 

ShifTime (circle only оле). — | ShifType (circle only one) Lm Substance Used: 

tu (D Dey ч Intoxication/Drug Usage? [_] 

Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [ ] Coroner Cose Interviewed? 
|Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: 

Рап Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Аде: "Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest — Uniform no Vest 
6'03" 205LBS | Raid Jacket no Vest 

Range Qualification Date: | PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: aaa 
Certified with Weapon Used?| Patrol сото — Visi Uni: Prior Shooting: 1 | Number of Prior Shootings m 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name м. 


Last Name First Name 


Sex: Race: 


Rank [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. ): 


Substance Used: 


Coroner F 
= Interviewed? 


[ShifTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one) 
ЕМ PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Hospital Name: 


Hospital Admission? [_] 


Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only one): 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket wi Vest 
тап Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 


Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform мі Vest 


Age: Height: "Weight: 


Range Qualification Da | PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 

Certified with Weapon Used? [ ] | Patrol Certification? [ ] | cud Unit: Prior Shootings? [_] | Number of Prior Shootings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi. 

Employee ft Last Name First M 
Sex Race: Rank | Unit Assignment: = Assignment (Unit #, Module, el: 

[ShiftTime (circle only one): — | ShifiType (circle only one): ‘Substance Used: 
EM рм Day Regular Overtime Off Duty | IntoxicationOrug Usage? [ ] 
Hospital Admission? | Hospital Name: | Coroner Case? [ ] Coroner Case Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only оле} Other Factors: 
Plain Ciothes no Vest Бан Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Рап Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Vest 

Range Qualification Date: | PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 

Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [ ] рее Unit: | Prior Shootings? | Number of Friar Shootings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Мате First Мате Mi. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI. 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


Officer Involved Shooting 
Suspect Information 


Suspect Information 


bd м 


Last Мате 


ISLAND 


Fist Name FREDERICK 


АКА Last Name 


First Name 


URN... 005-12156-2174-055 
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м. | 
Mi. 


treet ress: 
M BLK 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security Driver's gm 
Ае: „ DOB. Height: _ Weight [m E 
20 02-10-85 508 180 | 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
8658688 245(D)(1) Р.С. 

Coroner Case? Кырааны Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Use: 

armed? [X] Appreended? DX] Mental lines? Criminal History? | | 
Vehicle Make Model: Year 

NONE 
[S| LastName First Name M.. 

AKA Last Name First Name Mi. 
‘Sex: Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License й: 

җе: ООВ. Height Weight FBIS | pr 

Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 

cari Coroner Case # | InioxcatonfOnag Usage? [C] ‘Substance Used: 

Amea? | | Apprehended? | Mentai tines? Criminal History? [_] 
Vehicle Make Моде: Year: 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 


g |Last Name First Name Mi. 
АКА Last Name First Name МІ 
Sex Race: Sireet Address: City 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security Drivers License #: 
Age ООВ. Height: Weight: FBI# Ci 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? pow cet | Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 
Атей? [ ] Apprehended? | Mentai ness? [ ] Criminal History? 
Vehicie Make Model: Year: 
5 |Last Name First Name MI. 
АКА Last Name First Name Mi. 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security | Driver's License #: 
Age: D.O.B. Height: Weight: | FBI& | FT 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Se Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? Эрна Used 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental liness? 
Vehicle Make Model: 


See Other Side 


INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY 

USE OF FORCE 

TYPE: DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING-NON-HIT 
LA.B. FILE NUMBER: SH 2150783 

URN: 005-12156-2174-055 


On Friday July 15, 2005, Sergeants Richard Smith and John Harris, along with Lieutenant 
Bennett Seno of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to ary Ave. Los Angeles, 
regarding a Deputy Involved Shooting involving Century Station personnel, assigned to the 
County Murder Task Force. Detective Brian Steinwand from Homicide Bureau was on scene to 
direct the investigation which will be conducted by Detective Matthew Burson, Region II 
Homicide Task Force. 


The summary of this incident is based on physical evidence collected at the scene by Los Angeles 


Sheriff's Department Crime Lab personnel as well as interviews with and reports written by the 
involved personnel (refer Exhibit A). 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Christopher Smelser, ZEN му | 6'03"/205Ibs 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY 
SMELSER, Christopher 
Date of Employment 02-08-95 
Date Assigned to Patrol 
Date Completed Patrol Training 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 
SUSPECT 


Fredrick Island, BK#8658688 MB/20 5'08"/180Ibs 


Suspect Island has an 
Suspect Island is a known gang member of 89" St. East Coast Crips 


(refer Exhibit C & D). 


INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY 1 SH 2150783 


WITNESSES 

Deputy James Ponsford, А | Century Station (323)567-8121 
Deputy Carlos Lopez, 8 Century Station (323)567-8121 
INJURIES 


No Department Personnel were injured in this incident 
Suspect Island was not injured in this incident. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


РЕ Island’s Smith & Wesson handgun with one ammo magazine recovered "m | 


One expended 9MM cartridge case recovered on the driveway m v Ave. 
INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS: 


The driveway leading to the incident location was a one lane concrete driveway that 
ended even with the back wall of the residence (refer Exhibit B). 


WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Christopher Smelser fired one round of Department authorized and issued 9MM 
ammunition from his Department issued Beretta, Model 92F, 9MM handgun. 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECTS 


Suspect Island used a Smith and Wesson 9MM, semi-automatic handgun ser# Doo | 
(Refer Exhibit H). 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 
NONE 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR AND CHARGES FILED: 
Detective Matthew Burson, AE County Murder Task Force. 


One count of 245 (D)(1) P.C., Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer, one 
count of 245(D)(2) P.C., Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer, one count of 


INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY 2 SH 2150783 


12031(A)(1) P.C., Carrying a Loaded Firearm, one count of 12031(A)(2)(A) P.C., 
Carrying a Loaded Firearm and a Parole Violation were filed on Suspect Island. Suspect 
Island’s is scheduled to appear in Norwalk Court, Dept S on December 12, 2005. 


LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


The weather was clear on the night of the incident. The location was in the backyard of 
an unoccupied residence. There was no artificial illumination such as street lights or a 
porch light. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENT: 


Deputy Christopher Smelser, EN 


Deputy Smelser said that he, Deputy James Ponsford, п И Carlos Lopez, A... 
assigned to a Homicide County Murder Task Force, Unit 210W1, on the night of the incident. 
They were driving a marked Sheriff's Department radio car and wearing Sheriff's Department 
Class C uniforms. 


Deputy Smelser said that traveling southbound on Mary Ave., he saw a white vehicle stopped at 
the northwest corner of Mary Ave. and 89" St., in front of a known “89 East Coast Crip” hangout 
impeding the flow of traffic for both streets.. The vehicle had a group of males standing around 
the outside of the vehicle with their hands moving in and out of the vehicle, which is typical of 
narcotic transactions. He said they stopped to advise the driver to move and when he exited the 
radio car, he saw a male, later identified as Suspect Island, staring at him as he walked east on 
89" St. Deputy Smelser said that Suspect Island was the only person trying to separate himself 
from the group which further increased his interest in Suspect Island. He said that he took a step 
toward Suspect Island to contain Suspect Island, at which time Suspect Island jumped over a 
Short fence at| ran to the front door and unsuccessfully tried to open the door 
as he looked back at Deputy Smelser. 


Deputy Smelser said that he did not recognize Suspect Island as a resident of that location and 
called loudly to Suspect Island to walk over to him in order to ascertain Suspect Island's 
activities at the location. As he was trying to get Suspect Island's attention, he heard the radio 
car backing up. Suspect Island did not comply, instead began running northbound on Mary Ave. 
He said that he began following Suspect Island on foot; however, after approximately forty feet, 
Deputy Ponsford drove along side of him and told him to enter the radio car, which he did. As 
they followed Suspect Island a short distance, Suspect Island ran northeast across Mary Ave. At 
this time from a distance of approximately fifty feet, illuminated by the radio cars headlights, he 
saw that Suspect Island was holding onto something with his right hand in his right front pants 

ocket, the outline of which resembled a handgun and heard Deputy Ponsford say “417.” At 
Иш. Ave., Suspect Island ran east, up a driveway at that location. 
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Deputy Smelser said that Deputy Ponsford stopped the radio car at the driveway for Mary 
Ave. He exited the radio car, drew his weapon and saw Suspect Island make a right turn around 
the northeast corner of the garage at the location. He slowly followed Suspect Island up the 
driveway, who was now out of his view. As he began to run up the driveway he heard the sound 
of metal shaking which sounded similar to the sound of a security screen door rattling. This 
rattling sound caused Deputy Smelser to think that Suspect Island was attempting to enter the 
location. As he neared the rear corner of the house and the end of the driveway, he saw a 
corrugated fence at the rear of the property and thought that the sound he heard could possibly be 
Suspect Island attempting to jump over the fence in order to get away. As he reached the rear 
comer of the house, he stopped. He said that his intention was to determine Suspect Island’s 
route of travel and begin establishing a containment of the area. 


Deputy Smelser said that after reaching the rear corner of the house, he began “slicing the pie” 
from the northeast corner of the location in order to clear the backyard. As he slowly began 
expanding his view of the backyard, he suddenly saw Suspect Island, between the house and the 
back fence, in a semi-crouching position with both arms extended in front of his body, which 
Deputy Smelser likened to a “shooting stance,” as evidenced by Suspect Island holding a 
handgun in his hands and moving toward Deputy Smelser. He said that he became fearful that 
Suspect Island was going to shoot and kill him. He began to move to his right seeking cover 
from the house and fired one round at Suspect Island. He said that when he fired his background 
was a corrugated metal fence, the garage for the house to the south and bushes (refer Exhibit F 
& С). 


Deputy Smelser said that he lost sight of Suspect Island when he reached the cover of the house, 
but did hear Suspect Island scream something which he was not able to understand. He again 
sliced the pie and saw Suspect Island laying on the rear porch of the location with his hands 
displayed in front of him. Suspect Island was taken into custody with the assistance of Deputy 
Lopez. Deputy Smelser said that at no time did Suspect Island have his hands in the air. 


WITNESSES STATEMENT: 


Deputy Carlos Lopez, L | 


Deputy Lopez said that Deputy Smelser, Deputy Ponsford and he were traveling southbound on 

Mary Ave. When he saw a white vehicle stopped at the corner of 89^ St. And Mary Ave. Around 
that vehicle were a group of males who he identified as East Coast Crips gang members. He saw 
a male T himself from the group and rapidly walk toward the front door of the residence at 


Deputy Lopez said that he exited the radio car to detain the male, later identified as Suspect 
Island, when he heard Deputy Smelser order Suspect Island to stop. He saw Suspect Island run 
northbound on the west sidewalk of Mary Ave. And Deputy Smelser began to run after Suspect 
Island. He said that he ran to the radio car and entered the right rear passenger seat. Deputy 
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Ponsford drove northbound, picked up Deputy Smelser who had stopped running and they 
proceeded to follow Suspect Island north. He saw Suspect Island run eastbound diagonally 
across Mary Ауе. then continue northbound on the east sidewalk of Mary Ave., turning east up 
the driveway at| ary Ave. 


Deputy Lopez said that they proceeded Ho Ave., stopping in front of the residence at 
that location. From inside the radio car, he heard the sound of a fence rattling, which caused him 
to believe that Suspect Island was scaling the fence in the backyard of that location. He exited 
the radio car, directed Deputy Ponsford to drive to the first street east of their location. He said 
that Deputy Smelser was running up the driveway ay Ave. and at a distance of 
approximately ten yards, he followed him. When Deputy Smelser reached the northeast corner 
of the residence, Deputy Smelser stopped and began searching the backyard by “cutting the pie.” 
At this point, Deputy Lopez was concerned that Suspect Island may have circled the residence 
and was going to come from the rear. He said that he took a position at the northwest corner of 
the residence and covered the rear. At a point when he believed that Suspect Island had had 
enough time to make the circle, he directed his attention toward Deputy Smelser and moved 
rapidly up the driveway. 


Deputy Lopez said that as he neared the northeast corner of the residence he saw Deputy Smelser 
standing approximately eight feet away from the residence on the grass at the end of the 
driveway. He then saw Deputy Smelser fire one round into the backyard of the location, 
immediately return to the northeast corner of the residence and heard Deputy Smelser say that the 
suspect was armed with a gun and had tried to shoot him. He and Deputy Smelser then 
cautiously entered the backyard, saw Suspect Island kneeling on the porch with his hands in the 
air. Deputy Smelser then handcuffed Suspect Island. 


Deputy James Ponsford, Zz 


Deputy Ponsford said that he was traveling southbound on Mary Ave. approaching 89" St. when 
he saw a white vehicle stopped at the northwest corner. The vehicle was stopped impeding the 
flow of traffic for both streets. He stopped the radio car behind the white vehicle with the 
intention of asking the driver to move his vehicle. When he stopped Deputy Smelser and Deputy 
Lopez stepped out of the radio car. As he stepped out of the radio car, he heard Deputy Smelser 
yell “stop,” which brought his attention to Suspect Island, who was running north on Mary Ave. 
and across to the east side of Mary Ave. 


Deputy Ponsford said that he saw Deputy Smelser and Deputy Lopez begin to run after Suspect 
Island, at which time he ran to the radio car, made a u-turn and drove north on Mary Ave. 
approximately two houses at which time he stopped and picked up both deputies. He then 
proceeded to drive north on Mary Ave. following Suspect Island who was now on the east 
sidewalk. As he drove north he saw that Suspect Island had his right hand down to his right side. 
He said that Suspect Island’s hand was formed in a manner which indicated to him that he was 
holding a handgun. 
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Deputy Ponsford said that he drove to the house south of| ии... Ave. and stopped, because 
he did not want to drop the deputies off in front of the location they had lost sight of Suspect 
Island. Deputies Smelser and Lopez exited the radio car and he drove northbound Mary Ave. to 
87" St., turned eastbound on 87" St., with the intention of establishing a position of containment 
on John Ave. As he turned eastbound, he heard a gunshot. He proceeded to the southwest corner 
of John Ave. and stopped. He was then advised, on direct, that a shooting had occurred and 
drove back Ы Mary Ave. Approximately 15 seconds after he heard the gunshot he heard 
Deputy Lopez broadcast, on the Sheriff's radio, of a “998.” 


SUSPECT STATEMENT: 

Fredrick Island, BK#8658688 

Suspect Island, in a written statement, said that he ran from the deputies when he saw them in the 
radio car. He ran into the backyard at vum Ave. and he had a gun in his possession at the 
time. When he reached the backyard, he threw the gun over a fence to the north. He said that he 


threw his hands in the air and the deputy fired one shot at him. He said that he did not shoot at 
the deputy (refer Exhibit E for Suspect Islands statement). 
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